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ABSTRACT 

This document includes reports from three workshop 
meetings of a curriculum development committee in the war/peace 
field. Nine social studies teachers met at the first session for 
introduction to: 1) the Project and District objectives; 2) the value 
choices, concepts, and topics making up the war/peace field; 3) some 
background on community and administrative support; and, 4) the 
curriculum development process to be pursued. Activities included 
presentations by consultants, group discussions, and an optional 
simulation. Four teams were formed to begin work designing curriculum 
units using the orienting concept of conflict. The second meeting was 
held for purposes of: 1) increasing understanding of the concept of 
conflict; 2) team discussions with consultants having expertise in 
relevant academic fields; and 3) planning necessary steps for 
producing teachable units by fall, 1970. The final meeting was 
devoted to: 1) team presentation of work to date and criticism; 2) 
planning summer work; and, 3) discussion of types of responses a 
school system might responsibly make to an international crisis 
situation similar to Cambodia. In each workshop report agenda, 
participants, content, and critique are included. Appended to the 
final report are outlines of completed work by team members on the 
four units: 1) World War I and the Cuban Missile Crisis as Examples 
of International Conflict Situations; 2) Conflict; 3) The Habit of 
Violence; and, 4) Dissent and American Society. SO 001 267 is a 
report of subsequent committee workshops; other related documents are 
SO 001 260 through SO 001 266. (Author/JSB) 
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FIRST MEETING OF WAR/PEACE CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE 

OF 

MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
January 30-3 1 , 1970 



A PROGRAM OF 

THE DIABLO VALLEY EDUCATION PROJECT 
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I . SUMMARY 



Members of the War/Peace Curriculum Imp lemen+a+ion Committee, 
composed of nine social studies teachers in the Mt. Diablo Unified 
School District, were brought together by the Diablo Valley Education 
Project for an introduction to: 

1. Project and District objectives in war/peace 
curriculum development; 

2. The value choices, concepts and topics making up the 
war/peace field in education; 

3. The background of administrative and community support 
for the Committee; 

4. The curriculum development process to be pursued by the 
Committee. 

Consultants made presentations on the content of the war/peace 
field and on the national political climate as it might affect the 
Committee's work. The group discussed the local political climate, 
some possible obstacles to its work and some means of dealing with 
them. Some members took part in an optional simulation demonstrating 
some of the dynamics of a conflict situation. A framework of curriculum 
development procedures was discussed and four separate teams were 
formed to begin work designing curriculum units using the orienting 
concept of conf I ict and applying it to different topical problems in 
secondary social studies courses. A final session was devoted to 
planning for a subsequent workshop on content and for follow-up on 
work which would result in new units being available for classroom 
testing in the Fall of 1970. 
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I I . BACKGROUND 



In the Summer of 1969, the OVEP received the approval of Dr. 

James Merrihew, Superintendent of the Mt. Diablo Unified School 
District, to engage social studies teachers in the development of 
curriculum units on concepts related to war and peace, providing such 
activity could be funded from outside the District. This cooperative 
effort had been preceded by pilot workshops, teacher conferences, 
community and school administration presentation of Project goals and 
engagement of a Mt. Diablo Curriculum Supervisor on the Project Board. 

Following the Super i ntendeilit^liapprova I , in October 1969, the 
Project presented a proposal to the Mt. Diablo District High School 
Social Studies Chairman for the establishment of a War/Peace Curriculum 
Implementation Committee. The Committee would consist of a representa- 
tive of the central administration for curriculum development, repre- 
sentatives of the Social Studies Departments of each interested high 
school in the District and representatives of the DVEP. The proposal 
received the unanimous endorsement of the department chairmen. The 
plans were then presented to the District social studies teachers by 
their department chairmen and nine teachers expressed their desire to 
partici pate. 

The present workshop is the first of a series of activities which 
will result in the preparation of curriculum units on concepts related 
to war and peace to be tested in classrooms beginning in the fall of 
1970. The Committee will be engaged in additional workshops, writing and 
materials research during the spring and summer. They will be aided by 
academic consultants and resource assistance provided by the Center for 
War/Peace Studies. This pilot program will serve as testing ground for 
this method of involvement of teachers and consultants in curriculum 
development as well as a test of specific units. 



O 

ERIC 



3 



- 3 - 



III. PURPOSES OF THE WORKSHOP 



1. To build the committee into a unified group which accepts 
responsibility for curriculum development and testing in the 
war/peace field. 

2. To introduce the teachers to the problems of polarization, 
political values and community attitudes which they might encounter 
in working on a war/peace curriculum project. 

3. To outline Project assumptions, values, concepts and topics 
in the war/peace field relative to the range of approaches to inter- 
national affairs education used by other organizations and institutions. 

4. To plan how to proceed toward selection of the concepts, content 
and learning strategy to be included in curriculum units. 

5. To further explore with the teachers ways in which to encourage 
co-operation and support for their work among their colleagues, school 
administrators and parents. 
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IV. PARTICIPANTS 



Joseph Acorn 
Nei I Agron 
Pamela Bookman 
Robert Boyle 
Martin Kahn 
Anne Kawaichi 
George Larson 
James Sayre 
Jacquel ine Woodruff 

V. 



College Park High School 
Pleasant Hill High School 
Concord High School 
College Park High School 
College Park High School 
Mt. Diablo High School 
Pleasant Hill High School 
Concord High School 
Clayton Valley High School 

CONSULTANTS 



Lee Thompson, Consultant in Secondary Curricui urn 
Mt. Diablo Unified School District 

Edward Tonningsen, School Psychologist 
Mt • Diablo Unified School District 

Derek Mills, Director of Training 
Center for War/Peace Studies 

Robert E. Freeman, Director 
Diablo Valley Education Project 

David Luse, Resource Director 
Diablo Valley Education Project 
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V I . HOST 



St. Mary's College, Moraga, one of the Project's cooperating 
institutions, provided the President's Conference Room and Roncalli 
Lounge for the sessions. They also provided lunches for the two 
days and dinners Friday evening. The Center for War/Peace Studies 
raised the funds necessary to provide released time for the teachers 
and to pay administrative and consultant costs. The Mt. Diablo 
Unified School District released the teachers for the two days and 
provided a curriculum consultant and learning theorist. 
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VII. CONTENT OUTLINE 



Nat I ona I Po 1 1 1 1 cal C I i mate 



The purpose of this session was to assess the national political 
climate and how it might affect our considerations in teaching about war 
and peace. Derek Mills made the presentation. 

He gave recognition to the fact that democratic values and pro- 
cesses are under severe attack from various segments of society and 
that what is basically at issue is the commitment to a rational, compromise- 
oriented method of understanding and resolving conflict. The image of the 
U.S. as a melting pot in which widely divergent political and racial 
components were cross-fertilized to produce a harmonious consensus, is 
being dispelled. Several new phenomena and attitudes toward social 
change are emerging: 

-An ethnic and cultural militance is evident, with each element 
of society developing an aggressive awareness of its own 
identity. 

-In the suburbs, dormant until the mid '60's, there is an emerging 
feeling of political potential and an increasing amount of 
political action. Recognizing th9 inadequacy of the negative 
protest methods used in the civil rights movement, the character 
of this new political action has become more positive and in- 
volves individual action in the pursuit of needed changes 
in our society. This suburban activism has an analogue in 
American history to the frontier period and its effects on 
political experience, as noted by Turner. 

-With the New Deal, decision-making powers were concentrated 
in Washington. World War II and the Cold War added to this 
centralizing tendency the traditional elitist secrecy of 
military diplomacy and strategy. As a result the citizen now 
finds himself unable to reverse this accretion of overwhelming 
non-response of power. This impotence was made critically 
evident by the Vietnam war and we have seen that Senators and 
Presidents are as much victims of it as the general publ ic. 

-In response to the above, reprivatization is occurring in a 
major way. Community organizations to which the individual can 
relate are developing to attempt to regain some of the ~ ' 
decision-making power and achieve specified goals, thereby 
revitalizing the citizen's sense of political worth. 

-Another response to the above phenomenon is the increasing 
polarization of opinion and unwillingness to abide by the rules 
of bargaining, rationality, and democratic process, if no 
specific individual or group can be identified as the source of 
tyranny, the "system" itself will be perceived as tyrannical. 

Hannah Arendt has correctly termed bureaucracy as "anonymous 
Q tyranny" - all the more terrible because of its facelessness. 
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